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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

As the pioneer of law firm pro bono in the Republic of Korea, Dongcheon Foundation (“Dongcheon”)
and the Bae, Kim, and Lee, LLC (“BKL”) actively sought to protect the rights of minorities in 2020.
The year 2020 has been irreversibly marked by the pandemic of COVID-19 - BKL and Dongcheon
worked towards ensuring that the change brought by COVID-19 does not lead to undue restriction
of one’s rights.

When face-to-face meetings became difficult due to social distancing, BKL and Dongcheon’s weekly
pro bono consultations for migrant workers were seamlessly converted to online consultations. We
participated in the ‘COVID-19 Human Rights Network’ and published recommendations on rights of
minorities in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic. We sought remedies in the National Human
Rights Commission of Korea (NHRCK) for financial assistance policies that unfairly discriminated
against minorities such as refugees and migrants. We successfully held multiple volunteering
activities for our members that provided medical supplies and monetary aid to those in need.

BKL and Dongcheon also continued efforts to support and empower all children in Korea. We've
received a landmark decision from the NHRCK that recommended the Korean government to
provide regularization paths for undocumented migrant children. The annual scholarship program
funded by voluntary contributions from BKL members was provided to 39 children who are
refugees, migrants, persons with disabilities or North Korean refugees. It was later expanded to
include 10 more refugee children with funding from the UNHCR Representation in the Republic
of Korea. The 6th volume of the annual Public Interest Law Paper Series published in 2020 was
<Study on Rights of Children and Adolescents>, which was provided free of charge to activists and
field organizations working for children’s rights.

We also sought innovative ways to advocate for rights of indigents and homeless. We've actively
participated in a state tort lawsuit representing family members of a deceased low-income person
(‘basic livelihood security recipient’) who was forced to work in order to receive government
benefits, and later died as his health deteriorated due to difficult work. The lower court found in the

plaintiffs’ favor, and the appeal by the government was overruled. Dubbed “Korean ‘Daniel Blake’
Lawsuit” after the movie ‘I, Daniel Blake’ that depicted the protagonist in the same predicament, the
decision was selected as one of the best court decisions in 2020 by the media. We also formed a
network with other law firms for the homeless, successfully defending those who were victims of
identity theft and imposed heavy tax as a result.

We also represented refugees who were victims of falsified refugee interview records. They had
received non-recognition decisions and faced deportation to their home countries where they fled
from. We represented them in lawsuits and re-applications, as well as soliciting a NHRCK decision
that recommended an overhaul of the current refugee status determination procedures. We also
advised the NHRCK that their mandate for protection includes not only specific individual who were
victimized, but also groups of minorities groups whose collective rights were violated. As a result,
the NHRCK accepted petition from a group of persons with disabilities and recommended high
profile politicians to stop and prevent discriminatory remarks.

BKL and Dongcheon are dedicated to enlarging the basis for systematic pro bono culture in Korea.
In 2020 we continued our annual legal training for lawyers and activists working for refugees
(Refugee Legal Aid Training and Empowerment, ReLATE) and North Korean refugees (North Korean
Refugee Legal Aid Training and Empowerment, NKReLATE). We held the <9th Public Interest/
Human Rights Activity Program> for law school students to help them design innovative programs
for students and lawyers. We also held the <3rd Contest on Proposals for Laws and Policies on
Unification of Koreas> to foster interest in unification laws and policies. We also published and
participated in publication of several manuals for activists and lawyers, including <Guidebook on
Global Compact for Migration>, <Guide for Registration of Family Relationships for Multicultural
Families>, and <Manual for Consultation with Foreigners>. We also actively participated in the Law
Firm Public Interest Network to cooperate and coordinate pro bono activities of major law firms in
Korea.
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Dongcheon Legal Center for Non Profit Organizations (NPOs) also made significant progress in
assisting NPOs and widening the network of pro bono lawyers for NPOs. Our regular training
program for aspiring pro bono lawyers (<NPO Legal Support Group Training Program>) now have
135 graduates, who were matched one on one to a NPO for pro bono support. We successfully
advised and assisted NPOs facing imminent danger of unfair taxation or deprivation of status as
a designated organization for donations, which would have resulted in severe curtailment of their
work. We also held online workshops and forums to help NPO activists and to discuss civil society
response to excessive regulations for NPOs.

BKL and Dongcheon’s pro bono work include area of refugees, migrants, North Korean refugees,
persons with disabilities, social enterprises, female and youths, welfare, and NPOs. BKL Pro Bono
Committee now has 199 members, almost 40% of the total number of associates and partners
within the firm. According to the criteria of the Pro Bono Evaluation Index of Korean Bar Association,
public interest activities of BKL lawyers reach 17092 hours in 2020, which equates to 37.65 hours
for each lawyer - far exceeding the 20 hour requirement set by the bar associations. Alimost 70% of
the BKL lawyers participated in public interest activities in 2020. We will continue to work towards ‘a
healthier and brighter society’ through systematic and vigorous pro bono activities.
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